tor offers a mode of reflection that leaves the people in the story and
returns the book at the centre of it. She/he asks the participants to
think about what the book would say about what happened to it. Par-
ticipants are asked to write this down on post-it notes as if the book
was saying it and place it on or around the book.

The aim of this task is to offer the space to look at the events from a dif-
ferent viewpoint and reflect on it.

I11.3.3. Talking objects

We use objects all the time in our daily lives, but also assign great
emotional value to objects that have some significance in our lives.
Children especially use objects as transitional tools to express their
needs, fears or wishes. Not only social scientists or psychologists are
aware of this, but different art forms, including theatre, have been well
aware of this and also used it.

The following structure allows children to use objects to connect with
each other and play with animating the objects to help in thinking
about solving problems.

Primary target age-group: early years (5 - 7 years).
Aims:

e To use the objects to help the group members to share stories
and connect with each other.

e Connect the world of school and home through a transitional
object.

e Create the possibility of group members taking home good
experiences of working together with each other.

Description of the lesson:

The group members are invited to bring an object from home that

is dear to them for some reason. They are asked to introduce their
objects, but this should be done talking about their objects as if they
were living people. Asking questions like: what is the object’s favour-



ite activity? where would it really like to go? etc. can help is children
talking about their objects through personifying them.

The facilitator asks: If these objects could talk what would their voice
be like? How would they talk? What would they enjoy talking about?
And what would they say about their owners? Step by step the partici-
pants are helped into the position of being able to speak through their
objects. All this is done in a playful way, with great flexibility towards
the children, as is normal with this age-group.

The children are asked to think of a difficult situation someone could
get into, but a situation that the object could help in resolving. These
situations do not need to be realistic; they can verge on fairy tale like
stories. The children are encouraged to share and develop their ideas.

After the children share different situations and stories, the facilita-
tor can suggest enacting one story in which he combines different
elements offered by the children. This enactment is a mixture of sto-
rytelling by the facilitator (“once upon a time when a big group of chil-
dren were travelling on a bus...”) and stepping into the story to play
what is being said. The central element of the story needs to be that of
the object saving its owner. The storytelling can be stopped at this mo-
ment and the children can all suggest ideas of how their objects could
save the day. Of course, the saving itself can also be enacted and so a
happy end can be realised.

The story finishes with a last moment in which the group is asked

what advise the object gave to its owner after the incident. These are
shared and the objects can be put away to be taken home.

I1.4 Some more tools

I1.4.1 Drama games and activities

One of the most popular and easily adaptable forms of drama edu-
cation are the games and activities that come from various sources,
including folk games, theatre training tasks, but also sports and other
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