

[bookmark: _Hlk123654958]Antigone: The Laws of Culture and the Laws of the Land
Version for 16-20 years old students

Objectives:
· Students explore burial and funeral rites of various cultures.
· Students search for connections between their own culture and its burial and funeral rites.
· Students give examples of cultural conflicts between cultural or religious conventions and the laws of a country (government and legal system).
· Students reflect upon the concepts of justice and injustice (tyranny)
· Students explore and rewrite or replay fragments of plays.
· Students find 5-7 arguments for a given point-of-view about burial and funeral rites.
Materials:
· Devices connected to internet. At least one device for each working group
· Pencil and paper
· This activity is printed for each working group
· Access to the HEDA website
· An extract from Sophocles’ play: Antigone (Dialogue between Antigone and her father, Creon, verse 441-532 in the Greek text).
· Summary of the theatre play of Antigone
Short instructions:
· For a good understanding to the methodology of Strength-Based Learning and the first lessons with the students, we refer to the file ‘Introduction to Strength-Based Learning activities for Heda’. It is recommended to read this introduction first. Here you will find a short version of these instructions. 
· Make groups of 4 to 6 students
· Read the assignments under ‘Burial and Funeral rites’.
· Number the assignments in the first column in the way you are going to execute them. You can choose your own order! Write the numbers in the green squares.
· Connect the assignments in the second column to the ones in the first column by writing the same number in the green square.
· Do the same for the third column.
· Built your own lesson that way!
· After you have numbered all the assignments, you can start with number 1. Stay together as a group! Wait after each completed group of assignments with the same number till everyone is ready. 


	What am I doing?  
	How will I do it?

You can skip 2 assignments of this column
	Asking for help and feedback?

You can skip 1 assignment of this column

	Burial and Funeral rites:
	
	

	
Go for a 10-minute internet search on burial and funeral rites for one culture or religion. Do this for 3 different cultures.
 

	
Work in a group of 2 persons. Write down keywords and give a 1-minute-summary of your findings to your working group

	
Ask the teacher to mark your content with: 
! = well done.
? = needs further investigation.

	
Tell a story of your own life linked to your experience with funerals. Which elements made it tough for you; which gave you relief? 



	
Work alone. Search for a picture on the internet that you can use as a metaphor (something that represents another thing) for your findings. Explain the metaphor you choose to one other person in class.
	
 
Work together with another working group to elaborate your findings.

	
Compare the elements of various funeral rites (especially the aspect of burial) after your internet search. 

	
Work in groups of 2. Make a mind map and use at least 3 colours.

	
Decide who has prepared the best findings of your working group.

	
Search for examples of conflicts between culture and legal systems linked to burial rites (e.g. think of the Covid-19 pandemic).

	
Work in groups of 3. Embed your findings in a fictional story of 9 lines. After each line of writing, alternate persons. Each member should write 3 lines of the story. No discussing! 


	
 


	
Invent your own assignment.




	
Invent your own assignment.


	
Invent your own assignment. 

	Sophocles’ Antigone: 
	
	

	
Read the extract of the play Antigone out loud together. Appoint person(s) to take one of the two roles.


	
Work with the entire working group. Read or act out your group’s story with the teacher as one of the characters.
	
Give feedback to each other about the experienced feelings (after playing or reading the extract of the play) and try to find the best way to act it out.




	
Read the extract of the play Antigone in silence.


	
Work with the entire working group. Divide the role of Antigone over 2 students and the role of Creon over 3-4 students. Each person receives their own lines to act out. Try to keep the text flowing and sound as one person.


	
Give the extract with (the group’s experience of) feelings and/or positions to the teacher. The teacher will substitute at least 2 of the experienced feelings and/or positions for his/her own. Act it out again with the substituted feelings and/or positions.


	
Read the synopsis of Sophocles’ play Antigone.  
 

	
Work in groups of 2. In the margin of the paper, write down your impressions of the feelings of the characters. Try to use 3 different feelings for each character.


	
Discuss one of your versions of the combination of positions and feelings with another working group, after you gave a demonstration. Discuss how feelings and positions enhance or lower the fondness of the spectators for the different characters. Discuss the impact on the feeling of justice as a spectator.


	
Act out the extract 3 times or more with different student actors. Play around with the positioning of the actors during the scene (place and time of the action).

	
Combine (changing) positions and feelings in the script of the scene. Change the scene twice after acting it out.
	
As a group, decide what you think is most appropriate way to play the extract and present it to the entire class. Discuss the options together after acting it out.

	
 

	
Imagine with as much detail as possible the place, atmosphere, colours in the scene.  Jot down some words that best describe your impressions.


	

	Discussion and debate:
	
	

	
	Choose one of the options below per working group, but make sure all options are covered in class
	Choose one of the options below per working group, but make sure all options are covered in class

	
Integrate a discussion about ‘laws and the common good’ that could have taken place  between Antigone and Creon into a dialogue between Antigone and her sister Ismene.
	
Write down the imagined dialogue, based on your arguments, values and feelings about this activity.  
	
Discuss the results with the class. A member of the group, who presented the dialogue, leads the discussion with (a) question(s) about following the law and doing what is right.  


	
Integrate a discussion about ‘doing what is right and the common good’ between Antigone and Creon in a dialogue between Creon and his blind adviser Tiresias.  
	
Work in groups of 3. Write down the dialogue by improvising and acting it out. Try to highlight the irony of Creon’s intended desire to ‘not pollute the gods’ and the unintented outcome of  his policies.

	
Discuss the results with the class. A member of the group, who presented the dialogue, leads the discussion with (a) question(s) about what is justice and when does something become injustice.  


	
Haemon is the son of Creon and the fiancé of Antigone. Create a dialogue betwee the two, where he tries to convince his father to change his mind. Allow Haemon to note the irony between his father’s laws and the common good. Use al least 5 elements out of the activity
Regarding burial and funeral rites.


	
Write down all of Haemon’s arguments in a personal letter. 
	
Let someone read Haemon’s letter out loud and then discuss his arguments that require laws take the common good into consideration in the group.  

	
Rework the extract of Antigone and Creon based on another conflict between culture/religion and the laws of the land (government and system). 

	
Make a videomontage about a news item that could relate to this topic. 
	

	
	
	

	Homework: 
	
	

	No homework

	
	

	

	
	



Attachments: See materials
